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Honorable Howard W. Cannon 
United States Senate 
f*»ltBgltn 25. D. C. 


pear Senator Caaaea: 

Colonel Grogan baa shown me the letter which he received 
from you ceueeenlng the letter which Kenneth Hate In circular! ■*“! 
to Speaker Baybara aed other*. 


Khrushchev's comment* about Intelligence activities te the 
Central Intelligence Agency, in oar mind, represent part of a deliberate 
campaign to discredit U. S. Intelligence and than lonee ‘clearer field 
Cor Comments! subversion. H there ie a thaw in Os Cold War, 
Khrushchev obviously would like to deprive the Boiled States of one of 
its princi pal weapons for combating Communism. Toe teve noted, 
of course, that In nil of his talk shout desiring pence, Khrushchev 
tee stated that hinacew tea not renounced and will *°* ********* < * iec * 
tire that all ef the nations of the froe world should and shall become 

Communist. 
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As fur ue Khrushchev's specific claims are concerned, I 
would point out first ttet one ef his motive* was to draw out any informa- 
tion that any official reply or action might enpplf* recognise, 

of coureeTthnt from time to lime agents are enpoeed 
Thi. often happens to Soviet agent.. Tke.e agmte scmeti-^e ca*** 
both money end ciphers known ue one-time pndn. **®*^^* 
solely for communications between ttet ugest and hU home base, sad 
do not affect any otter communications system. As far *s we are 
concerned. Khrushchev has net got much comfortout of a. 1 * *“• 
respect; in fact, nothing comparable to what we teve gained from Soviet 

defectors and agent*. 
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As tmt as Aw gfMftl communication# systems of fee U. S» 
Government »rt cowenwl, they »r« protected between sender sad 
recipient fey • vuMy of mow*, mm of which w«« mmdm saspec 
by Khrushchev's remarks. W« are constantly calculating the 
protection fivw Is sack com mM ir »Uoa » by fee inkers*! secsrl^r 
fee devices w4 sad u« censinatty alert to interpret sad e^ielt say 
information eUfe weald alter ear calc o lat i oa s . Khrushchev's 
remarks were limited te matters wkick did not give as aay aew 
information of this sort* 

in general, we weald say feat for fee United States te react 
te Khrushchev's remarks as certain quarters knee suggested would 
be to play iuto fee bands of fee Soviet*. 

Sincerely. 


Alien*. Dulles 
Director 


IG/LBK/drm (23 November 1959) 


Distribution: 

Original and 1 - Addressee 
1 - DC I 
1 - DDCX 
1 - Col. Grogan 
1 - LC . 

1 - EB X 
1 - 1G 
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